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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR MAY 14, 2021 
 
  

 
Something to Smile About! 

 
Gov. Mike DeWine lifted Ohio’s mask mandate on Friday, a day 

after the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) announced that 

fully-vaccinated people do not have to wear masks inside most 

facilities.     

 

The Governor previously announced that he will lift all COVID-

19 restrictions across the state on June 2.     

 

Fully vaccinated people will still be required to wear a mask in health care facilities, including 

nursing homes and assisted living facilities, transportation hubs, airplanes, buses, trains, and 

when traveling inside and outside of the U.S.   The federal mask mandate expires on 

September 13, 2021.    

 

If the CDC lifting the mask mandate isn’t enough to make you smile, how about the chance to 

win $1M just for being COVID-19 vaccinated? Any Ohioan who has received at least one dose 

of the COVID-19 vaccine will automatically be eligible to win $1 million. 

 

"The pool of names for the drawing will be derived from the Ohio Secretary of State’s publicly 

available voter registration database," Gov. Mike DeWine announced. "Further, we will make 

available a webpage for people to sign up for the drawings if they are not in a database we are 

using." 

Beginning May 26, the lottery will provide a $1 million prize each Wednesday for five 

consecutive weeks.   The state will also hold drawings for eligible 12- to 17-year-olds to win a 

full, four-year scholarship to any of Ohio's state colleges and universities, including full 

tuition, room, and board. 
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Civic Center:  What’s Next? 
 

The Community Services and Recreation 

Department staffs have begun reviewing all 

programs and activities to make recommendations 

on when and how the City will lift COVID-19 

restrictions safely.  They are considering class sizes, 

space requirements, when to resume room rentals, 

and many other details.   Everyone is working 

diligently to develop a plan to emerge from the 

restrictions.  I will share details in my update next 

week. 

 

The Recreation staff continues to prepare the outdoor pool for this season’s opening day – 

May 30, and new water bottle fillers are now available near the pool concession stand.  

 

 

 

Seasonal Jobs 

 

Ohio will opt out of the federal program that provides an additional $300-a-week in 

unemployment benefits starting June 26.  Gov. DeWine made the decision after hearing from 

many business owners about their struggle to hire workers.  

 

The City of Independence has many seasonal opportunities available including lifeguards, 

umpires, fitness club leaders, maintenance workers, and concession stand positions.  The 

ideal candidates must be reliable, energetic, self-motivated, and have solid,  customer-service 

skills.  Apply here.     

 

 

 

 

Construction & Traffic Alert 

 

The final phase of repaving East Schaaf & Fuhrmeyer 

Roads will begin Saturday, May 15 at 7 AM.   

 

One- and two-way traffic will be maintained.  EXPECT MAJOR DELAYS throughout the day.  

Also, drive aprons will be temporarily closed to allow the paving train to pass and the fresh 

asphalt time to be compacted and cool before opening the roads to traffic.  

 

 

https://independenceohio.isolvedhire.com/jobs/
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Discounted Internet Service  

 

The FCC’s temporary Emergency Broadband Benefit Program was set up to help households 

pay for Internet service during the pandemic.  Charter Communications, Inc. is offering 

various broadband options at a discount to customers in our area.  

Eligible households can get a credit up to $50 per month toward qualifying Spectrum Internet 

plans for the duration of the program.   All Spectrum Internet plans have no modem fees, data 

caps, or contracts and include free self-installation.   

Non-Spectrum customers who are interested should visit spectrum.com/getqualified or call 1-

855-662-9946.   Additional information is available here.  

 

 

Never, Neverland Tea Party 

There was magic in the air at the Civic Center this week during the Never, Neverland Tea 

Parties.   

 

https://www.spectrum.com/cp/emergency-broadband-get-qualified?cmp=prnt_ebb_ecns_cbm&p1=1-844-815-8926
https://getemergencybroadband.org/
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Twenty-children dressed up  for the occasion to learn how to properly use a magic wand (only 

for good), construct a fairy house, conduct a fascinating experiment with special potions, and 

enjoy a scrumptious tea party lunch.   

 

The sprites also explored Never Neverland which included the Lost Boy’s Lair, the Native’s 

Home, Captain Hook’s Pirate Ship, and Mermaid Cove.  

 

The program was a big hit with children and parents and will return in the fall when we 

should be able to accommodate everyone who wants to attend.   
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Download Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Report for May 14, 2021 here.   

 

 

Register to receive Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Update email by sending your name and email 

address to: CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  
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